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his whole life the trial, conviction, and execution of John Woods was brought up against him. Woods was charged with mutiny and desertion, which was not denied, but was greatly aggravated by a show of arms and a threat to shoot when he was arrested. He was put on trial by a court-martial, officers of high rank being selected to try him, and when the trial was going on, General Jackson, showing his intense anxiety about it and what great responsibility might fall upon him, walked excitedly before the court and said to the judges: "Be cautious and mind what you are about; for, by the Eternal God, the next man that is condemned will not be pardoned; and this is a hale, hearty young fellow." The court convicted him, and with all the applications that were made to General Jackson, which were numerous, he refused to pardon him, and he was executed.
The enemies of General Jackson never ceased to use this against him, the execution of the soldier, whom they held up before the public as a poor young man shot to death by the order of General Jackson. The time has come when this sad affair should be looked at in its true light. If any man in America understood soldier life and a commander's duty, it was General Jackson. He looked at it from every side, and such had been the effect of mutiny, desertion, and disobedience, that no man ever more fully realized the necessity of an example than did General Jackson.
As shown in former articles, his soldiers in great bodies had become mutinous, and by their conduct had left him with a few faithful followers in the wilderness, subject to be shot by the savages any day. The last of the two battles in the excursion, which had just ended, no doubt greatly impressed General Jackson in his decision confirming the action of the court-martial in having Woods executed. In a former article, it is fully shown that the want of discipline among officers and men was the main cause of the disaster the wilderness,we, his friends, lament his loss in the bloom of life, we may rejoice at thed, when they shall be driven from the country below. But in a report of this kind, and to you, who will immediately perceive them, it is not necessary to state the happy consequences which may be expected to result from this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
